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Housing Strategy Recommendations

Introduction

The City of Bothell is updating its Housing Strategy in 2017 to address a growing need for a wide range
of housing types and the challenges of dynamics increases in populations and costs for current and
future residents and employees. This implements the Imagine Bothell...Comprehensive Plan policy
calling for a Housing Strategy to be adopted and updated periodically to address the City’s housing
needs and goals. The Housing Strategy advances the housing goals and objectives of the Comprehensive
Plan’s Housing and Human Services Element by establishing a work program and priorities for the next
three to five years. In this report, the Bothell Planning Commission presents its recommendations to the
City Council. Those strategies identified as First Tier are recommended to be incorporated into the
City’s work program over the next few years.

Background

The Housing Strategy was last updated in 2011. In 2016, the City Council initiated a new update, in part
to bring it into conformance with the updated Housing and Human Services Element of the
Comprehensive Plan (See Appendix A), but also in recognition of emerging issues related to growth and
housing affordability. From that framework, the Planning Commission has studied local and regional
housing issues and actively engaged the broader community in order to understand fully the housing
needs of current and future residents as well as the various opportunities and resources the City has to
apply to those issues.

The purpose of the Housing Strategy is to create a work plan for specific actions the City can focus on in
the near term. It is a “roadmap” for tackling the complex housing issues facing the City. The
recommended strategies do not obligate the City to a specific course of action, but provide a flexible
framework for ongoing and future actions. Many of the strategies require additional analysis and
definition and some may or may not be feasible. While this framework is intended to be comprehensive,
it does not preclude the exploration of other strategies that emerge.

Process
To develop the Housing Strategy, the Planning Commission spent a number of meetings evaluating input
from a variety of sources. These included:

e Policy direction provided by the Housing and Human Services Element of the Comprehensive
Plan.
e Past and present housing related efforts undertaken by the City.
e Variety of data related to local and regional housing needs.
e |nput from several public outreach efforts, including:
o Housing-industry professionals panel at a regular Commission meeting.
o Small focus groups (held outside regular meetings).
o Anonline survey.

Summaries of key information from these efforts are presented in the following sections and several of
the appendices. In particular, the various forms of public input proved helpful to reinforce findings from
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various data and provide guidance in prioritizing strategies. The Commission used this information to
develop a variety of criteria for evaluating strategy options and then, through several iterations of
discussion, derived its recommendations.

How the Housing Strategy Matrix is Organized. The Housing Strategy Matrix (Attachment G) supports the

goals and policies of the City’s Comprehensive Plan Housing Element. The strategies are divided into four
main sections:

Section A, Neighborhood Vitality, includes strategies that address preserving the quality,
character and sustainability of existing housing and neighborhoods.

Section B, Housing Choice and Supply, includes strategies related to addressing overall housing
needs, including the overall amount and diversity of housing for a variety of households.

Section C, Housing Affordability, includes strategies to address the needs of a range of incomes,
especially lower and moderate income households.

Section D, Special Needs and Senior Housing, includes strategies for populations that can have
specialized housing needs, including the homeless.

Within each section, strategies are grouped by the first, second and third tier, as recommended by the
Commission.

Background Information Included in the Housing Strategy Matrix: The matrix summarizes a variety of

information for each strategy.

For many strategies, the second column of the matrix includes one or more examples of more
specific actions related to that strategy.
The next column cites Comprehensive Plan policies related to the strategy.
The fourth column indicates the type of action by the City to implement the strategy:

o Changes to the Bothell Municipal Code (Regulatory),

o Some form of direct assistance (Funding); or

o Some other form of support by the City Council or staff (Other support).
“Household Type:” This includes several columns that call out particular types of households.
This section is not inclusive of all households, but calls out certain types of households that were
identified by the Commission based on data and public input for special attention. Shading cells
in this section indicate that a particular strategy, while it may also address needs of other
household types, could be particularly effective addressing housing needs of that particular
population.
“Affordability:” The matrix includes columns to show whether a given strategy has an impact on
housing for various income levels, as well as market-rate housing. Again shading indicates
strategies that could be particularly helpful to certain income levels.
“Other Criteria:” The Commission also considered several other factors including:

o “Impact” indicates strategies that may be particularly effective given local conditions.



